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Reviews 


American Men of Science; A Biograph- 
ical Directory; ed. by Jaques Cattell. 
8th ed. 24.5cm. Lancaster, Pa., Science 
Press, 1949. 2836p. buckram $17. 


The eighth edition of American Men 
of Science contains, according to the 
preface, about 50,000 names, including 
about 30,000 of the 34,000 in the seventh 
edition published in 1944. This direc- 
tory of living scientists was first pub- 
lished in 1906. The fifth edition was 
reviewed in Subscription Books Bulle- 
tin of July 1933, the sixth edition in the 
October 1938 Bulletin. 

The standards for inclusion in this 
edition of American Men of Science are 
apparently the same as for previous 
ones: as stated in an earlier preface, 
“nearly the same as fellowship in the 
American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science or membership in the 
national scientific societies having re- 
search as a qualification.” Geographi- 
cal coverage, not explicitly stated but 
described in past prefaces as North 
American, includes the United States 
and its outlying territories and posses- 


sions; Canada; and, to some extent at 
least, the Philippine Islands. The in- 
creased number of names, the editor 
states, “is to a large extent due to the 
great advances made in industry, as 
well as to expanding programs in aca- 
demic institutions.” He acknowledges 
his indebtedness to scientific societies, 
universities and colleges, industrial lab- 
oratories, and scientific men for names 
and information they have supplied. 
Concise information about each bi- 
ographee follows the same pattern as 
in former editions: full name with 
title, address, fields of scientific in- 
vestigation (i.e. Medicine, Agricul- 
tural Economics, Paleontology, etc.), 
place and date of birth, education and 
degrees, positions with dates, scientific 
honors, membership in scientific and 
learned societies, chief subjects of re- 
search. Added for the first time are the 
marital status including the date of 
marriage, number of children, and the 
field of investigation in which the doc- 
tor’s degree was received. The use of 
the asterisk to designate leading men 
of science has not been continued. In 
this edition an asterisk at the end of a 
biography indicates uncertain address. 
Information appears to have been 
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brought up to date though a few ex- 
ceptions were noted. There is, for 
example, no indication in the biogra- 
phies of professors Ann Haven Morgan 
of Mount Holyoke and Arthur Sperry 
Pearse of Duke University that they 
have been “emeritus” for some time. 

The restricted punctuation of pre- 
vious editions is continued in the eighth 
edition with no sacrifice of clarity. Only 
one punctuation mark is used at any 
point; for example, “Staff mem, radia- 
tion lab, Mass. Inst. Tech, 40-43.” Dates 
are indicated by the last two numerals 
without the customary apostrophe. 

The volume contains no key to ab- 
breviations and the lack of one occa- 
sionally limits its reference use. Differ- 
ent abbreviations have been used for 
societies from those which appear in 
other publications. The editor states 
in the preface that “because so many 
societies begin with the same initials 

. it is necessary to use designations 
that persons not within a society will 


understand.” On the whole, they are 
clear, but a reader unfamiliar with 


these societies, particularly foreign 
ones, might need assistance in identi- 
fying them. As the abbreviations are 
not standard, reference to other lists 
will provide little or no assistance for 
such a reader. 

Some of the devices employed in 
American Men of Science for the sake 
of brevity may not be immediately 
clear to the new user. Explanatory 
portions of former prefaces applicable 
to the present edition have not been 
repeated in this volume. The reader 
unfamiliar with previous editions may, 
therefore, be obliged to consult the old 


prefaces: for example, in order to 
ascertain that A.A. stands for A.A.AS. 
and that the word American is omitted 
in the case of national societies (Soc. 
Test. Mat. stands for the American 
Society for Testing Materials). 

Appended are eleven pages of “Biog- 
raphies Received Too Late for Inclu- 
sion in the Regular Text of the Di- 
rectory.” Following these is a list of 
“American Men of Science Who Have 
Died Since the Publication of the Sev- 
enth Edition. . . .” This list supplies 
the name of the deceased, his scientific 
field, and the years of birth and death. 

The book is printed on opaque light- 
weight paper, two columns to a page. 
All material was set in the editorial 
offices for offset printing. Entries stand 
out over a hanging idention and though 
the print is smaller than that of any 
previous edition, it is clear. The biog- 
raphee’s name, department of investi- 
gation, and present position are in 
capital letters. Margins are ample. The 
cover is a lighter weight buckram than 
that of previous editions. It appears less 
durable, and the hinge seems scarcely 
strong enough for a book four and one- 
half inches thick. The binding, how- 
ever, is flexible, and the book opens 
easily and lies flat. 

If it were possible to add to so com- 
prehensive a volume without making it 
unwieldy, the reader might wish for a 
geographic index as well as for inclu- 
sion of titles of the chief writings of 
eminent scientists. 

American Men of Science, eighth 
edition, is recommended for all libra- 
ries among whose patrons there is 
sufficient scientific interest. 
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The Music Index. Monthly with annual 
cumulation. Detroit, Information 
Service, Inc., January 1949— . (An- 
nual subscription rate including 
monthly issues and annual cumula- 
tion, $125. 1949 Music Index Annual 
Cumulation, $25.) 


The cover of the first annual cumula- 
tion of The Music Index bears the ex- 
planatory subtitle, “The Key to Cur- 
rent Music Periodical Literature.” Its 
purpose as stated in the preface of the 
January 1949 issue is “to meet the 
information and research needs of peo- 
ple who work daily in the music field,” 
musicians, instructors in schools of 
music, critics, and music dealers. The 
first eleven monthly issues plus mate- 
rial for December are cumulated in the 
1949 annual volume of 308 pages. 

Music is one of the last major fields 
of knowledge to acquire an index of its 
own. The Music Index was begun in 
January 1949 to fill the need recognized 
by librarians, musicians and music 
educators for a key to the vast amount 
of material published in the current 
music literature of this as well as for- 
eign countries. It is published by Infor- 
mation Service, Inc., an organization 
composed of librarians and subject spe- 
cialists. Assisting and advising its edi- 
tor, Florence Kretzschmar, formerly of 
the Detroit Public Library staff, are 
Kurtz Myers (Audio-visual Division) 
and H. Dorothy Tilly (Music and 
Drama Department) of the Detroit 
Public Library. Consultation regard- 
ing subject headings, the list of periodi- 
cals to be indexed, and other major 
policies was held with public and uni- 
versity librarians and the Music Li- 
brary Association. 

A list of “Periodicals Indexed,” a 
“Guide to The Music Index,” and a key 
to “Abbreviations” follow the intro- 
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ductory materials in the volume and 
provide the user with information on 
arrangement and scope. 

The periodicals indexed represent 
many “different aspects of the music 
fields . . . ranging from musicology to 
the retailing of music”—Preface. Only 
three of the eighty periodicals indexed 
in the 1949 Annual Cumulation dupli-. 
cate those indexed in the Readers’ 
Guide to Periodical Literature. In addi- 
tion to the general music periodicals 
there are listed such specialized ones 
as Choir Guide, Instrumentalist, The 
Piano Technician, Tuners’ Journal, and 
Orgue. The published program notes of 
some of the major symphony orchestras 
are also included. Forty of the eighty 
periodicals are from foreign countries: 
thirty-one from Great Britain, one each 
from France, Germany and Denmark, 
two from Italy, and one from Switzer- 
land. The rapid expansion of the Index 
is revealed by the fact that in the 
monthly issue for August 1950 one hun- 
dred ten periodicals are indexed in 
contrast to eighty in the 1949 Annual 
Cumulation. Three of these new titles 
are from France, two from Great 
Britain, and one from Sweden. A slight 
increase in duplication of periodicals 
indexed in Readers’ Guide to Periodi- 
cal Literature, Dramatic Index, and 
Education Index is noted. At the end 
of the list of periodicals in monthly 
issues beginning with June 1950, there 
is a note stating that “Numerous con- 
sumer and trade magazines not listed 
above are checked regularly, and their 
occasional articles on music are in- 
cluded in The Music Index.” 

The dictionary arrangement has been 
adopted with subjects and composers 
in one alphabetical file. There is no 
separate entry for authors of articles, 
but the author’s name is given in the 
subject entry. When entry is made un- 
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der composer and one or possibly sev- 
eral subjects, the full bibliographic 
information is given under all entries. 
The form adopted follows closely that 
used in Readers’ Guide. Indexing of 
the specialized periodicals is complete, 
even to inclusion of material not strict- 
ly musical. Thus, two articles on Old 
age in Opera News and in Billboard are 
listed in the 1949 Annual Cumulation. 
However, periodicals of more general 
nature are indexed for their music sec- 
tions only. Time, The New Yorker, and 
Saturday Review of Literature fall into 
this category and are among those titles 
added to the list since publication of 
the 1949 cumulation. 

Made with the guidance of many li- 
brarians and musicians, the choice of 
subject headings gives evidence of a 
consistent effort to provide a practical 
index which will serve a number of 
different types of users. Very generous 
attention is given to people and sub- 
jects of current interest; subheadings 
and “see” and “see also” cross refer- 
ences are numerous; and use of the 
popular or professional form of per- 
sonal name for subject headings ap- 
pears to be the policy. The real name 
is frequently supplied in parentheses; 
for example, De Sylva, Buddy (George 
Gard) and Campbell, Jack (John 
James). Several cross references that 
would be helpful have not been in- 
cluded. There are, for example, no 
references to Musical shows from any 
of the following: light opera, theatri- 
cals, shows, Operetta, Opera, or Opera 
bouffe. Reference is not made from 
either Songs or Vocal music to the 
heading Popular songs. 

Under composers’ names the general 
articles appear first and are followed by 
such subdivisions as Bibliography, Bi- 
ography, Interpretation and Interpre- 
ters, and Works. The last of these is 


further subdivided according to type 
and medium. Headings are specific 
rather than general. For example, arti- 
cles on jazz bands appear under Jazz 
bands. A “see also” reference from the 
heading Bands is supplied in the 1949 
Annual Cumulation but not in the 
August 1950 issue. 

Geographic headings are sometimes 
used as main headings, sometimes as 
subheadings, and frequently articles 
are listed under both. Concerts, series 
of musical events, etc., in a single local- 
ity are entered under place. In some 
cases, therefore, the user must know 
the geographic location of the event in 
order to find the index entry. For 
example, the only entry found in the 
1949 Annual Cumulation for perform- 
ance by the Veterans’ Symphony is 
listed under Massachusetts, subhead- 
ing, Boston. Articles of this type are 
also listed under composer or the name 
of some other individual by which the 
event is known and under the general 
heading Festivals with geographic sub- 
divisions when such headings are ap- 
propriate. Thus, articles about the 
Goethe Festival at Aspen, Colorado, 
are found under Goethe, Johann Wolf- 
gang von, subheading, Festivals, under 
Festivals, subheading, Colorado—As- 
pen, and under Colorado, subheading, 
Aspen. One entry appears under each 
of the latter headings and both are 
duplicated under Goethe. On the other 
hand, the Bach Festivals are not en- 
tered under the heading Festivals, nor 
are all of the local festivals entered 
under main geographic headings. There 
is no entry, for example, under Cali- 
fornia for the 16th Annual Los Angeles 
Bach Festival which is listed under 
Bach. One does not find an entry for 
the popular name of the University of 
Michigan’s May Festival, but will find 
articles about it listed under the head- 
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ing Festivals, subheading, Michigan— 
Ann Arbor. Occasionally it is necessary 
to search under two or more headings 
to locate all articles listed for a parti- 
cular subject. For instance three arti- 
cles are entered under the heading 
St. Louis Symphony Orchestra in the 
1949 volume, but examination of the 
titles of those listed under Missouri, 
subheading, St. Louis, indicates that 
perhaps seven deal specifically with the 
St. Louis Symphony. The entries do 
not duplicate each other and there are 
no cross references directing the reader 
from one heading to the other. 

Most types of musical compositions 
(including criticisms, performances, in- 
terpretations, and reviews of them) are 
indexed under the name of the com- 
poser. Reviews of books are listed 
alphabetically by the authors of the 
books under the general heading Book 
reviews. Departments in the periodicals 
regularly devoted to reviewing of re- 
cordings are noted under Recordings, 
subheading, Reviews, and also under 
various kinds of music, subheading, 
Recordings—Reviews. Except for a few 
entries under the latter, there are no 
listings of reviews of individual records. 
Such listing would duplicate the Index 
of Record Reviews which appears 
quarterly in Notes, one of the periodi- 
cals indexed. Reviews of published 
music are indexed under the composer 
and also under the medium, for ex- 
ample, Piano music, subheading, Re- 
views. 

To locate published comments on a 
first performance of an opera or other 
work it is generally necessary to know 
the composer. For instance, “The Con- 
sul,” an article which appeared in 
Etude, is indexed under the com- 
poser, Menotti, Gian-Carlo, subdivi- 
sion, Works—Operas. This policy seems 
to be a weakness that detracts from the 


value of The Music Indez since indi- 
vidual compositions cannot be located 
in many cases unless the composer’s 
name is known. Cross references for 
this type of information would aid the 
inexperienced user, the student, and 
the lay person. 

There are some exceptions, unfortu- 
nately not mentioned in the prefatory 
guide, to the practice of listing all 
musical works under composer. Under 
Popular songs (Titles) there are six 
columns devoted to individual songs in 
the 1949 volume, and these entries are 
not duplicated under the composers. 
Musical shows, moving pictures, and 
hymns are similarly treated, but are 
fewer in number. 

Associations and organizations are 
entered under the full name in pref- 
erence to the initials, such as ASCAP. 
The abbreviated form, however, is 
also given in its alphabetical place with 
a “see” reference, thus providing the 
meaning of short forms. 

Monthly issues are paper-covered 
with a smart modern design in red and 
black. The red and black cloth binding 
of the annual cumulation duplicates the 
design and appears durable. The two- 
column page, 934 by 6% inches, is very 
legible with main subject headings and 
“see also” references in upper-case 
bold-faced type, subheadings and “see” 
references in lower-case bold-faced 
type. Ample space between entries and 
capitalization of the title of the periodi- 
cal in the entry add to the ease with 
which this tool can be used. There are, 
however, no word or letter guides at the 
top of pages and in some of the larger 
sections, as for instance Book reviews, 
Opera, Piano, it is difficult to know in 
what part of the alphabet one is look- 
ing. It is also noted that because “see” 
references and subheadings are in type 
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of the same face and size and because 
they are not indented, the alphabetical 
arrangement of the main subject head- 
ings is often difficult to follow and “see” 
references are easily overlooked. For 
example, in the August 1950 issue a 
reference in lower-case type from 
Background music is lost between the 
last subheading (lower-case) under 
Bach and the next main heading, 
Baklanoff, Georges. 

These departures from editorial per- 
fection are perhaps not more than 
should be expected in a new under- 
taking of such magnitude. They are set 
out here at some length more to caution 
the user than to discourage the buyer. 
A more serious question in evaluation 
is whether the service provided by the 
Index is worth its high cost. University 
libraries may feel that the large amount 
of popular and commercial material is 
of little value to them, while to many 
public libraries there may seem to be 
excessive inclusion of foreign and 
specialized periodicals. It is perhaps 
inevitable that an index designed for 
such a wide range of users should in- 
clude much material that is of marginal 
value to any one group. However, the 
wide range does make for wide use- 
fulness. The publishers apparently 
realize that limited availability of many 
of the periodicals indexed is a problem 
to be reckoned with, for they offer to 
provide photostatic copies of any ma- 
terial appearing in The Music Indez at 
rates starting at 50c per exposure. 

The 1949 Annual Cumulation alone at 
$25 might serve the library whose col- 
lection and demand for service warrants 
the purchase of such an index but 
whose budget will not stretch to the 
$125 for both the monthly and the 
annual service. The library, however, 
that makes wide and current use of its 
music literature would find reference 


service seriously handicapped with only 
the annual volume. Both monthly 
issues and cumulated volumes of The 
Music Index are recommended for 
public, college, university, and all other 
libraries in which there is a heavy de- 
mand for music material. 


Notes 


The Subscription Books Committee 
has received several inquiries concern- 
ing the “new edition” of National En- 
cyclopedia (10 volumes), published by 
P. F. Collier and Son Corp., New York. 
The inquiries indicate that this edition 
bears a copyright of 1949 or 1950. 

The publishers have informed the 
Committee that the last printing order 
for the set was placed in April 1950 
so that a complete encyclopedia would 
be available for delivery to purchasers 
who preferred not to wait for the new 
twenty-volume Collier’s Encyclopedia 
being issued on a volume-by-volume 
basis. When the present inventory of 
National Encyclopedia is exhausted, the 
publishers do not plan to reprint the 
set until it has been completely revised, 
if it is ever reprinted. 

The Committee plans to review the 
new Collier’s Encyclopedia when com- 
plete sets are available for examination. 
A descriptive review based upon the 
first six volumes appeared in the Sub- 
scription Books Bulletin for July 1950. 





Prospective purchasers of the Ameri- 
can Peoples Encyclopedia Year Book 
will be interested to know that the 
contents and title page of the first 
issue (1950, covering events of 1949) 
are identical with those of The New 
International Year Book of the same 
date. (The New International Year 
Book for events of 1948 was reviewed 
in the January 1950 Subscription Books 
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Bulletin.) The publishers have in- 
formed the Committee that they may 
publish their own yearbook in 1952 for 
events of 1951. 

Though previous advertising has 
stated that owners of The American 
Peoples Encyclopedia are privileged for 
ten years to purchase the yearbook in 
a binding to match their sets, the pub- 
lishers state that there is now one 
uniform binding, except for a “Deluxe 
Supreme” edition. 

Prices of the American Peoples En- 
cyclopedia Year Book are quoted as 
$5 to “members” (owners of the en- 
cyclopedia) and $10 to “non-members.” 
Prices of The New International Year 
Book range from $10 to $15 depending 
upon the binding. 





In March, April, and again in Sep- 
tember 1950, the Subscription Books 
Committee requested review copies of 
New Century Book of Facts from the 
Continental Publishing Company of 
Wheeling, West Virginia. As of Decem- 
ber 31, 1950, the books have not been 
received nor has there been any re- 
sponse from the publisher to our letters. 
The New Century Book of Facts was 
last reviewed in the January 1930 Sub- 
scription Books Bulletin. A note in the 
April 1943 Bulletin also reported that 
requests for review copies brought no 
response from the publisher. 


Corrections 


The review of The Lincoln Library 
of Essential Information in the October 
1950 Bulletin incorrectly stated the per- 
centage of new biographies found in a 
sampling of the Biography section. The 
Bulletin statement (page 57, paragraph 
2, line 5) should read “or less than one 
and seven-tenths per cent.” 


Correcting a typographical error in 
the review of Who Knows—and What 
in the October 1950 Bulletin, the final 
paragraph (page 64, lines 3 and 4) 
should be changed to read “as inade- 
quacies in this present one become 
apparent .. .” 


Subscription Books 
Committee 1950-51 


Foster M. Patmer, Reference Assistant 
in charge of the Reference Section, 
Harvard College Library, Cambridge, 
Mass., chairman. 

Wituram F. Baensr, Librarian, Kansas 
State College of Agriculture and Ap- 
plied Science, Manhattan, Kans. 

Harotp WALTER BATCHELOR, Librarian 
and Associate Professor of Library 
Science, Matthews Library, Arizona 
State College, Tempe, Ariz. 

ELIZABETH M. Bonn, Head, Reference 
Department, Public Library, Min- 
neapolis, Minn. 

E.1zaBEeTH C. Borpen, Head, Cataloging 
Department, University of Pennsyl- 
vania Library, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Mrs. Frances NEEL CHENEY, Associate 
Professor, Library School, George 
Peabody College for Teachers, Nash- 
ville, Tenn. 

Rosert W. Curtst, Assistant Librarian, 
Duke University Library, Durham, 
N.C. 

Epwarp H. Fenner, Head, Business and 
Economics Department, Enoch Pratt 
Free Library, Baltimore, Md. 

Rosert Dumont FRANKLIN, Assistant 
Librarian, Toledo Public Library, 
Toledo, Ohio. 

HELEN FuLuer, Supervisor, Work with 
Boys and Girls, Long Beach Public 
Library, Long Beach, Calif. 

Jessre Crecc Grirrin, Chief, Catalog 
Section, Air University Library, 
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Maxwell Air Force Base, Mont- 
gomery, Ala. 

Joun Sykes Hartin, Director of Li- 
braries, University of Mississippi 
Library, University, Miss. 

Rutn M. Heiss, Reference Division, 
Cleveland Public Library, Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

Mary Annetta Hotmes, Chief Li- 
brarian, Logansport Public Library, 
Logansport, Ind. 

EpwWARD JUDSON HuMESTON, JR., Asso- 
ciate Professor, Library School, Uni- 
versity of Texas, Austin, Tex. 

KATHLEEN R. JENKINS, Librarian, West- 
mount Public Library, Westmount, 
Quebec, Canada. 

Mrs. Mitprep Kerr Lanois, Assistant, 
Cataloging Office, New York Public 
Library, New York, N.Y. 

Attce Louise LEFevre, Director, De- 
partment of Librarianship, Western 
Michigan College of Education, Kala- 
mazoo, Mich. 

Harriet G. Lone, Associate Professor, 
School of Library Science, Western 
Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio. 

FranK ARTHUR LuUNDy, Director of 
University Libraries, University of 
Nebraska, Lincoln, Neb. 

IRENE McArer, Head, Reference De- 
partment, Vancouver Public Library, 
Vancouver, B.C., Canada. 

Marcaret O. Meter, Assistant Director 
and Head of Reference Services, 
Schenectady County Public Library, 
Schenectady, N.Y. 

Horace §S. Mosss, Librarian, 
Public Library, Topeka, Kans. 

ExizaBetH Nessitt, Associate Dean, 


Free 


Carnegie Library School, Pittsburgh, 
Pa. 

IsaBEL NicHot, Associate Professor, 
School of Librarianship, University of 
Denver, Denver, Colo. 

Haze. Put.ine, Head Librarian, Balboa 
University, San Diego, Calif. 

JosepH Henry Reason, Librarian, 
Howard University, Washington, D.C. 

E. J. ScHeerer, Librarian, Louisiana 
Polytechnic Institute Library, Ruston, 
La. 

FanniE H. Scumirt, School Libraries 
Consultant, State Department of 
Education, Montgomery, Ala. 

Evetyn J. ScHNEmER, University Li- 
brarian, University of Louisville, 
Louisville, Ky. 

MarcarReT Sara Sxkirr, Coordinator, 
Work with Children, Cuyahoga 
County Library, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Gartanp F. Taytor, Director of Li- 
braries, Howard-Tilton Memorial Li- 
brary, Tulane University, New Or- 
leans, La. 





ERMISSION to quote a review in full 

is granted only to the publisher of 
the work reviewed. Permission to 
quote a review in part must be ob- 
tained from the American Library 
Association. Publishers of books or 
sets recommended herein wishing to 
refer to the Subscription Books Com- 
mittee’s appraisal of their work 
should avoid such statements as 
“Recommended (or endorsed) by 
the A.L.A..” Such a statement falsely 
implies action on the part of the 
Association. 
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